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February 19, 2008

Dear Friends and Family,


It seems to finally have happened!  After all this time of waiting and wondering where I would end up, God has called me out to the mission field.  Destination: Japan! I’m writing to you for multiple reasons: To give you information about my location for the next year; to excite your interest to pray for me and this ministry; and, hopefully, to encourage you to give financial support.  But first, let me get to the details.


This all started, really, from my infancy but the part you’re all interested in is how I found out about this opportunity.  One of my professors, from ****** Baptist College, forwarded an email to me from missionary Brian B*******.  He was asking for prayer concerning an urgent need of an English teacher to work with their church in Shimonoseki, Japan.  They had one hired, but she was no longer going to be able to start in April, and they needed someone desperately to cover the two months she would not be there.  I scoffed at the thought, to be ready to live for a year in a country halfway around the world in only a matter of a month and a half, but then God began to move in my heart.  I asked for more information from Brian and with his response I found that the details fit like a glove on my hand.  The term is for a full year, teaching English 15 hours a week primarily with elementary-aged children and some older adults.  Not only that, but I‘d be on staff with Shimonoseki Christ Bible Church, helping with their International Café (a ministry geared to college/young adults to build relationships with the purpose of evangelism).  As I learned more about it, the more I felt God leading me to pursue it.  In only two weeks, I had heard about it, prayed, pursued, and been accepted for the position.  

I’ve been learning a lot about Japan too.  Not just the culture and the difficulty of the language, but also the spiritual condition of the country.  Very economically and technologically focused, the culture has become more and more humanistic.  About 70% of the population call themselves Buddhist. However, this is almost synonymous with being Japanese, and has little bearing on the true beliefs of the people.  Less than 2% actually call themselves Christian, but many cities exist with only one church in its limits, if that.  The younger generation is shrinking with a low birth-rate for the country, however becoming increasingly materialistic and volatile.  According to Operation World, 18-23 year olds are the most responsive to the Gospel.  

I’m really excited about this opportunity.  It seems that God (surprise!) has been preparing me just for this kind of ministry.  I have been involved in the college ministry at ******* First Baptist for the last few years.  Back in high school, I would not have been excited at the prospect of working with kids but, over the last five years, God has softened my heart to children to where it is now one of the greatest joys of the ministry for me.  I can see God’s fingerprints all through my life leading to this ministry.  I’m truly grateful for everything He has done in preparing me.

Now comes your part.  I need prayer warriors!  This will be my first time being away from home for such a long period of time.  I’m already feeling the effects of going away for a year – the events I will miss out on and the relationships I’ll leave behind.  But I know this is what God wants for me right now.  But I also need prayer that I will get the support I need, and that I will be effective in my time over there.  Pray that God has prepared the hearts of the Japanese people I will come into contact with, that they will be open to the Gospel and grow in their faith.  Pray that through English-language learning, relationships will be created and developed, leading to the ultimate relationship between them and the Father.  

Also, I need financial support.  I will be receiving a salary from Shimonoseki Christ Bible Church, but it will be used primarily for lodgings at the Christian Center, food, and transit expenses.  In leaving the country, I will still have to find a way to pay on my school loans and other monthly expenses I have.  I have figured out that with airfare, bills, and to have money for special occasions during my time over there, I need a total of $10,000 (about $825 monthly).  I want to leave (the earliest being March 24th) with at least a third of this taken care of.  I’m asking for you to pray about giving either a lump sum of $200, or a monthly commitment of $50.  (But don’t think you’re limited to those amounts!  Give whatever you feel God laying on your heart to give.)  Of course, there is the option of making this tax-deductable.  You can make any checks payable to:  ******* First Baptist Church.  Put my name in the memo so that the secretary knows to designate it to my project.  The address of the church is:  
******* First Baptist Church
********
*********
By your giving to this project, you will be, essentially, going with me to Japan.  I appreciate all the encouragement and support I have received from you over the years as I’ve trained and prepared myself for the mission field.  It’s time to put it to use as I go and serve Him!
In His service and care,

Sarah ><>

P.S.  I would love to send you updates about my time over there.  I will be sending out emails and also have general blogging on my Xanga profile.  The website address is: ***********
If you would like to be a part of my email list, please let me know by emailing me at: *****@*****.com.  Thanks again for everything and may God continually bless you and yours.

